
NON-PROFIT 
 

U.S. POSTAGE 
 

P A I D 
 

GRETNA, NE 
 

#10 

Return Service Requested 

G O O D  S H E P H E R D  L U T H E R A N  C H U R C H  
1 1 2 0 4  S O U T H  2 0 4 T H  S T . ,  P O  B O X  3 9  
G R E T N A ,  N E   6 8 0 2 8  

Church Phone:     332-3345 
Preschool Office:  332-3267 
E-mail: gslc@gslcgretna.org 
Web page:  gslcgretna.org 

If you no longer wish to receive this mailing, please contact 
the church office at 402-332-3345 or e-mail at 

gslc@gslcgretna.org 

 

               IN OUR PRAYERS                            Did you signup for your family pictures for the church directory? 

Health and Strength:   Catherine 

Anderson, Bob Boe, Yvonne Griffin, 

Darlene Kardell, Ed Kauss, Amy 

LaFontaine, Eric Lehman, Marion 

Schiemann, Connie Scholting, Anita 

Vogele, & Bob Wood.     
 

Baptisms in September:  
McKinley Leigh Dietrich was baptized on 
September 4th.  Parents are Thomas & 
Stacy Dietrich.   
Kollyns Lu Streeter was baptized on 
September 11th.  Parents are Jared & 
Kaitlin Streeter. 

  

Overseas Servants of the Gospel:  
The Ahlman family,  Alyssa Anders,  The 
Ashor family,  The Baker family,  The Cima  
family,  The Clausing  family, Nichelle 
Dykema,  The Eisold  family,  The Fay  
family, Rev. Stuart & Debra Freese, Gail 
Grieser, The Hosch family, The Kuddes 
family, The Lehman family, The Lo family,  
Kendra McNatt, James & Christel 
Neuendorf, Judy Newhouse, Sharon 
Owen, The Paul family, Sandra Rhein, The 
Rickman family,  Steven & Cynthia 

Schumacher, The Sharp family, Douglas & 
Angela Thompson, The Wildauer family, 
The Wood family, and The Yang family. 
 

 Serving Our Country:   
Kayla Andrews, Daniel Ellis, Colton Fickler, 
Christian Hadden, Samuel Kutz, Alden 
Ryan, Alex Ryan, Matthew Schuetz, Ryan 
Schuetz. 
 

 
Worship Attendance:   

SEPTEMBER 4                                       340 
(8:00-76/9:30-115/10:45-130 & WED-
19) 
General Offering                             $9,683 
 

SEPTEMBER 11                                     327 
(8:00-83/9:30-118/10:45-109 & WED-
17) 
General Offering                           $17,322 
 

SEPTEMBER 18                                     342 
(8:00-104/9:30-101/10:45-116 & WED-
21)  
General Offering                             $5,710 

 
 

SEPTEMBER 25                                     343 
(8:00-90/9:30-131/10:45-1122) 
General Offering                          $10, 195 

 
Scripture Readings 

October 2 
Daniel 12:1-3 

Revelation 12:7-12 
Matthew 18:1-14 

 

October 9 
Ruth 1:1-9 

2 Timothy 2:1-13 
Luke 17:11-19 

 

October 16 
Genesis 32:22-30 

2 Timothy 3:14-4:5 
Luke 18:1-8 

 

October 23 
Genesis 4:1-15 

2 Timothy 4:6-8; 16-18 
Luke 18:9-17 

 

October 30 
Revelation 14:6,7 
Romans 3:19-26 

John 8:31-36 
 
 

 

Church Office 
Phone……402 332 3345 
Fax……….402 332 4821 

 

E-mail 

gslc@gslcgretna.org 
 

Web page 
gslcgretna.org 

 

Link for Live Streamed 
 Services  

 

Preschool Office 
Phone……402 332 3267 

 

Staff 
Senior Pastor 

     Rev. Gary Werling 
Associate Pastor 
     Rev. Eric Larson 
Director of Children  
 & Family Ministries    
 Mrs. Tara Hess 
Director of Youth  
 Mr. Bob Broekemeier 
Director of Organ  
 Sonja Lundgren 
Director of Praise Band 
 Andy Hardies 
Director of Outreach 
 Vern Nemitz  
DCE of Specialized Ministry 
 Warren Viehl  
Administrative Assistant 
 Cathy Kilawee 
Business Manager 
 Mrs. Jan Kounkel  

 

Wee Lambs Preschool 
Staff 

Director/Teacher   

 Carol Theall 
Teachers  
 Deb Knihal 
 Katie Skorcz 
 Christal Kuchera 
 Kristie Ramsey 
Teacher Assistants 
 Susan Josoff 
 Angie Richling 
 Kelly Jansen 
 Andrea Cole 
      Judy  Larson 
Support Staff 
      Brandy Rader 
   

Worship 
Sunday Mornings 

          8:00 AM     Traditional  
          9:30 AM     Traditional 
          10:45AM    Contemporary/MAC   

Wednesday Evenings 
          7:00 PM    Traditional 
 

Sunday Christian 
Education Hour-915a 

Good Shepherd Lutheran Church   
 

11204 S. 204th Street   *   P.O. Box 39  *    Gretna, NE  68028  
           

                                                                          October 2022   

Friends in Christ, 

Several days before she passed, one of our homebound saints told me that she sure missed 
coming to  church.  She told me that she loved her church so much and all of her friends here.  She 
wished she could be back with us.    

Merlena’s longing for the fellowship of the church speaks of the unique blessings we share as 
members of the church.   This fellowship we share is not like that of a bridge club or a bowling 
league.  Rather, we are part of the communion of saints as confessed in the Apostles Creed.  
Uniquely, we are a people united in Christ, sharing the righteousness He earned for us at the cross 
and which has been given to us through faith.  In this family of believers,  we are nourished in His 
Word and refreshed  in His Holy Supper.   We pray for one another, we support one another, we 
laugh with one another, and sometimes we cry for one another.    And finally, like Merlena, we 
shall also be delivered, one by one,  to join the saints above in the church triumphant!  A hymn 
expresses these thoughts best: 

Blest be the tie that binds, our hearts in Christian love; the fellowship of kindred minds is like to 
that  above.   Before our Father’s throne we pour our ardent prayers.  Our fears our hopes, our 
aims are one, our comforts and our cares.  From sorrow, toil, and pain, and sin we shall be free, 
and perfect love and friendship reign through all eternity.  (“Blest Be the Tie That Binds”, # 649 in 
LSB) 

Dear Christian friends, thank you for the life we share in Christ.                           

--Pastor Gary Werling 

Conversations About Jesus   “but in your hearts honor Christ the Lord as holy, always being 

prepared to make a defense to anyone who asks you for a reason for the hope that is in you; yet 

do it with gentleness and respect,” (1 Peter 3:15) 

It is not always easy to speak about what is most important to us, our faith in Jesus. Talking about 

Jesus with other people can seem too sensitive and  unpredictable. We do not always know how 

people will respond. 

But although we may find it hard to speak about God at times, He does not stop speaking to us 

through His Word.  He speaks to cut down human pride and restore with His gracious word of 

forgiveness.  That is what we do when we gather for worship. There, we learn what our Heavenly 

Father values most, confession of sin, forgiveness, praise, and thanksgiving.  There, we are formed 

in practices and habits of conversation for speaking to and about Jesus. 

So, let us continue talking together so that we are grounded in the Good News and are ready to 

share that Good News with others. Let us continue the conversation in our families. Let us be 

ready to share the hope in Jesus with those who do not know or trust in His grace and mercy. 

Our Director of Outreach Vern Nemitz and I will be leading a class about having more 

conversations about Jesus. Learn how eager conversationalists make sharing their faith in Jesus a 

part of their everyday lives. We will use the book “The Reluctant Witness” by Don Everts. The class 

will meet on the five Sundays in October from 4-5 pm in the Noah and Joshua rooms. There are 

signup sheets outside the Sanctuary and the MAC or you can email Pastor Eric at 

eric.larson@gslcgretna.org. We would love to have you join us and talk with us about how we can 

keep the conversation about our Savior Jesus going. 

--Pastor Eric Larson 



WEE LAMBS PRESCHOOL  Happy Fall everyone!  Our school year is off to a great start!  We have al-

ready had field trips to Schramm Park for our older classes, apple tasting, and picture day!  The children 
learned about the creation story and how God made the whole world for us because he loves us.  We re-
spond by giving Him our thanks and praise!  Let me tell you, no one can give praise like a group of pre-
schoolers!   
 
I am always so thankful for the time I get to spend with the kids.  They really do let me see what faith from a 
child perspective looks and sounds like.     Carol Theall, Director 
 

 

CHURCH DIRECTORY—SCHEDULE YOUR APPOINTMENT NOW!  You are now able to sign 

up your family picture for our 2023 Church Directory!  It is important that we get as many of our mem-

bers and regular visitors included.  The dates are November 9-12 and December 1-3 with times on the 

weekdays of 2:00pm to 8:30pm and Saturday from 10:30AM-4:30PM.  Everyone that gets their picture 

taken will receive a free 8x10 professional picture that will be delivered before Christmas and a paper 

directory.   Our goal is to have as many families as possible included in the 2023 GSLC Directory!!  

To sign up:  please go to: www.ucdir.com  / Select the “Photography Appointment Scheduling Login” on the right side/   User 

Name-Church ID:  NE185 & Password:  photos.   If you have a group of 6 or more, please book 2 consecutive time slots and make 

sure to add your email for a reminder!   Volunteers are also needed to assist with this project.  Please reach out to Cathy at the 

church office if you are able to assist, unable to signup online,  or if you have any questions at 402-332-3345. 

ARE YOU IN CHARGE OF MONEY OR IS MONEY IN CHARGE OF YOU?  A Financial Peace University class by Dave 

Ramsey will be offered on Monday evenings at 7:00 

p.m. starting Oct. 17.    The class is 9 weeks long.  Class 

objectives:  teach families and individuals how to pre-

pare and live by a budget so they can become debt 

free and be better prepared for life’s uncertainties.  

Dave is funny and entertaining.  This program is worth-

while for people  in every stage of life.  Dave’s motto is 

“Live now like no one else, so you can live later like no 

one else.” Responsible money management can ease 

your daily stress load!  The cost is $50 per family with 

the church paying $50 of the $100 total.   The leader is Roger Ernst (402) 981-0856.   A sign-up sheet is at the entrance of the Sanc-

tuary and MAC. 

HARVEST ARTS & CRAFTS BOUTIQUE  Stop by the church on Saturday, October 8th for the fall craft show from 9:00am-

3:00pm in the MAC.  Admission is FREE.  There will be over 70 vendors with a great Lunch Café and Bake Sale option sponsored by 

our Youth Groups.  The holidays are fast approaching and now is the time to get some of that shopping completed!!   

We do still need volunteers to help setup/take down and greet.  To sign up, please go to the website at www.gslcgretna.org and 

move down to “Schedule Yourself” on the right side.  Click on the Harvest Arts & Craft Boutique Volunteers link. 

CASSEROLE SALES On sale are the CHICKEN POT PIE.  Orders are due by October 5th for delivery on October 10th.  Selling only 

the family size which is $25.00 and serves 5-7.  Signup sheets are on the tables at the entrance of the Sanctuary and MAC.  Re-
member if you ever ordered a casserole and didn’t pick it up, check the freezer in the kitchen of the MAC.  November the Youth 
will be taking orders for Chili & Cinnamon Rolls which will be delivered on November 6th. 

Join us Sundays online or in person! 

Join one of our Bible Studies or Prayer Groups!  Offerings are listed on the 
calendar insert. 

THANK YOU TARA!  On Sunday, October 2nd we thank God for Tara Hess  and 

her  20 years of ministry service at Good Shepherd.  Tara serves as Director of 

Children and Family Ministry, and previously served as Director of Youth.   She is 

known and loved by all!  May the Lord continue to bless Tara, husband Charles, 

and children Micah, Chloe, and Eli! 

FAMILY MINISTRY EVENT Join us October 7th from 6:00-8:00pm for a family night- we will enjoy hotdogs and smores  

roasted over the fire, games, crafts and fellowship.  We will be meeting in the grassy space out behind the Gretna American Legion 
(11690 S. 216th Street).  Please sign up by October 5th on the tables outside your worship area.  Tara Hess 
 

COME CELEBRATE ALL THINGS GERMAN!! Join us to celebrate on Sunday, October 23rd OKTOBERFEST in the MAC from 

5:00pm-7:00pm with dinner, kids activities, music, and adult beverages!  Brats, hot dogs, sauerkraut, and hot German potato salad 
will be provided.  Members last names A-M are invited to bring a dessert; and last names N-Z are welcome to bring a side dish or 
salad.  A free will offering will be accepted.   

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 

PRIME TIMERS AUTUMN NIGHT UNDER THE STARS Everyone 55+ is invited to Ron & Alane Johns’ farm for a night 

under the stars on SATURDAY, OCTOBER 8th.  Meet at church at 6:00pm to carpool to the farm.  We will have a bonfire, hot dog 
roast, & smores.  A hayrack ride will be available if you wish to join in.  The “hayrack” is a zero entry trailer so there will be no 
steps.  Please sign up in the Sanctuary & MAC entrances so we can plan for food.  This should be a fun night of fellowship & singing 
around the bonfire.  Contact Ron & Alane Johns with any questions and hope to see  you there! 

 

Another option to give to the Lord 

• The GivePlus+ app is available for download in the app store 

• In the app, in the Find Church section, use zip code ‘68028’ to find Good Shepherd Lutheran Church 

• Click ‘Give Now’ to begin making your donation 

• Click the ‘+’ at the top of the screen to add your donation  

• Select the fund, most likely ‘GENERAL OPERATING’, where you would like your donation to be used 

• Select or input your donation amount and click ‘Add’ 

• Review your donation amount and select ‘Next’ to continue 

• Choose to make your donation by using your credit or debit card or from your checking or savings account  

• Enter your card or bank information, your billing details, and select ‘Next’ to continue 

• Finally, confirm your donation to Good Shepherd  

 
 

 

 

 

Visit our new website at:   www.gslcgretna.org 

You too, might be German if … 
You know what Pfeffernusse is! 
Your grandparents may have occasionally uttered the words “Oh, mein Gott!” 
You ate Lebkuchen at Christmastime! 


