
 

Lord’s Prayer- Part 1 
Small Group Question 

• Read Matthew 6:5-15.  What do these verses teach us about prayer?  What is similar 

and what is different in verses 9-13 from how we normally pray the Lord’s Prayer?   

• Read Luke 11:1-13.  What does this section of the Gospel teach us about prayer?  What 

is similar and different to the way we pray the Lord’s Prayer today.   

 Why is it important for Christians to pray?   

 

Main Teaching 

What is prayer? 

• God talks to us through His Word.  When we respond to His word to us in prayer it 
becomes a conversation. 

• Jesus models for us how we should pray in the Lord’s Prayer because God wants us to 
boldly and confidently approach Him in prayer.  

 

The Introduction- Our Father who art in heaven.  Our Father in heaven. (ESV) 
What does this mean? With these words God tenderly invites us to believe that He is our true 
Father and that we are His true children, so that with all boldness and confidence we may ask 
Him as dear children ask their dear father. 

 
1. Why did Jesus instruct us to call God “Father”? 

 

1 John 3:1- See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we should be called children 

of God; and so we are. 

 

 What is a Petition? A request to an authority. 

 

The First Petition- Hallowed be Thy name. Hallowed be Your name. (ESV) 
What does this mean? God’s name is certainly holy in itself, but we pray in this petition that it 
may be kept holy among us also. 
How is God’s name kept holy? God’s name is kept holy when the Word of God is taught in its 
truth and purity, and we, as the children of God, also lead holy lives according to it. Help us to 
do this, dear Father in heaven! But anyone who teaches or lives contrary to God’s Word 
profanes the name of God among us. Protect us from this, heavenly Father! 

 
What does the word “hallowed or holy” mean?  (“set apart”) 
The Second Commandment is related to this petition. What does Martin Luther's explanation 
teach Christians to do in response to the Second Commandment (p.13 of your Catechism)? 
 
 
 



 

The Second Petition- Thy kingdom come. Your kingdom come. (ESV) 
What does this mean? The kingdom of God certainly comes by itself without our prayer, but we 
pray in this petition that it may come to us also. 
How does God’s kingdom come? God’s kingdom comes when our heavenly Father gives us His 
Holy Spirit, so that by His grace we believe His holy Word and lead godly lives here in time and 
there in eternity. 

 
Being a member of God’s kingdom is about being under His rule and reign as our king. 

• Kingdom of Power- God rules as the Creator over all people and the entire world in order 

to maintain and sustain His creation. 

• Kingdom of Grace- God’s rule over Christians is a gracious and saving rule.  

• Kingdom of Glory- God’s rule after the resurrection of the body and the restoration of 

God’s entire creation when Christ returns.1 

 

The Third Petition- Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. Your will be done on earth as in 
heaven (ESV) 
What does this mean? The good and gracious will of God is done even without our prayer, but 
we pray in this petition that it may be done among us also. 
How is God’s will done? God’s will is done when He breaks and hinders every evil plan and 
purpose of the devil, the world, and our sinful nature, which do not want us to hallow God’s 
name or let His kingdom come; and when He strengthens and keeps us firm in His Word and 
faith until we die.  This is His good and gracious will. 

 
What is God’s will? (John 6:40; 1 Timothy 2:4; 1 Thessalonians)
 
Small Group Questions 

1. What does it mean that our God is a good Father that we call on in prayer?  
2. How can prayer be a part of your everyday living?  

 
Homework  

Memorize the names of the 29 books of the New Testament 
 

I have completed all my homework assignments. 
__________       _________ (Student Signature) ___________             _______ (Parent Signature) 

 
1 (From the explanation of Luther’s Small Catechism p. 250-251) 
 


