
What is God’s Word? 
 

 
 
Opening Small Group Questions 
 

1. What do you know about the Bible?   
 

 

2. Why is it important for us to read the bible and know what the Bible teaches?  

 
 

Opening with Bob 
 
Main Teaching 
 
 
What is the Bible? 
The word Bible means “the books” and refers to the fact that the Bible is a collection of books.  
There are 66 books in the Bible, 39 in the Old Testament and 27 in the New Testament.   
 
The Old Testament is mostly written in Hebrew (although a small portion of it is in Aramaic, a language 
similar to Hebrew).   
 
The Old Testament speaks of creation, the fall into sin, and God’s promise to send a Messiah for all 
people through his chosen people Israel.   
 
The New Testament was written in Greek and tells us how God has brought His salvation to sinful 
humanity in Jesus Christ.   
 
The Bible is also called the Scriptures which means they are the authoritative writings from God. 
 
What do we mean when we talk about God’s Word? 
 

1. The Written Word- (2 Timothy 3:16-17) This refers to the written words of the Old and New 
Testaments.  It is all God’s Word, and it is the true and completely authoritative account of 
God’s work in the world written and passed down by God’s prophets and apostles.  It gives 
us a firm footing so that we understand what comes from God and what does not. 

   
2. The Personal Word- The Word of God proclaimed through the church by the Holy Spirit for 

the forgiveness of sins (John 20:21-23).  God wants to speak His Word personally using His 
people.  This should come from the teaching of His Scriptures and should not contradict it. 

 



3. The Living Word (John 1:1-5).  Jesus is referred to as the Word of God.  He is the central 
focus of God's Word.  He is the one by whom all things were made and redeemed 
(Colossians 1:15-20). 

 
 
How do I know I can trust the Bible?   
 
I could give you many reasons, but the best reason to trust the authority of the Bible are the words 
themselves.  The Holy Spirit uses them to create faith in Jesus Christ.   
 
 
Tips for Reading God’s Word (Taken from p.354-357 of the Explanation of Luther’s Small Catechism) 

1. The Bible is about forgiveness and life in Jesus. 
 

2. Scripture interprets Scripture.  We understand the harder to interpret passages by interpreting 
them in light of the clearer passages. 

 
3. Testament interprets Testament- We read the Old Testament in the light of Jesus’ coming in the 

New Testament.  And we read the New Testament as the fulfillment of the promises God was 
making in the Old Testament. 

 
4. Words do things.  

 

5. God the Holy Spirit helps us. 
 

 
 
Small Group Questions 

1. What questions do you have about the Bible?   
 

2. Why is it important for me to hear God’s Word spoken to me personally? 
 

3. Why is it important for me to understand that the Bible is about forgiveness and life in Jesus? 
 

Homework 

• Memorize the 39 books of the Old Testament.  Break them up into smaller sections (Law, 
History, Poetry, Major Prophets, Minor Prophets).  You can use the Youtube video “Gotta Know 
the Books” by Shai Linne to help you learn them. 
 

I have completed all my homework assignments. 
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