
What is God’s Word?

When you come in grab two handouts

• What is God’s Word?

• The Organization of the Bible



Announcements

• Next week we will be participating in a Kids Against Hunger  service project with the rest of the 
Midweek students.

• You need to complete 8 worship service summaries for the Confirmation year.  Those are due by 
March 8, 2023 since our class finishes on March 15th for 7th graders and March 22nd for 8th

graders.

• If you have not signed up to acolyte or usher.  Please get that done!

• I sent out an email with a Signup Genius for Communion Interviews.  This is a requirement for 8th

graders and optional for 7th grade students.

• Junior High Youth Group is this Sunday at 6pm.

• Babysitting opportunity for a church activity on February 5th 



Opening 
Small 
Group 
Review 
Questions

What do you know about the Bible? 

What can make it hard to read and 
understand the Bible? 

Why is it important for us to read the 
bible and know what the Bible 
teaches? 



Opening With Bob



What is the 
Bible?

The word Bible means “the books” and 
refers to the fact that the Bible is a collection 
of books. There are 66 books in the Bible, 39 
in the Old Testament and 27 in the New 
Testament.  

The Old Testament is mostly written in 
Hebrew (although a small portion of it is in 
Aramaic, a language similar to Hebrew).  The 
Old Testament deals with creation, the fall 
into sin, and God’s promise to send a 
Messiah for all people through Israel.  



What is the Bible?

• The New Testament was written in Greek and tells us how God has brought 
His salvation to sinful humanity in Jesus Christ.  

• The Bible is also called the Scriptures which means they are the 
authoritative writings from God.



What do we 
mean when 
we talk 
about God’s 
Word?

1. The Written Word (- (2 Timothy 3:16-17) 
This refers to the written words of the Old 
and New Testaments.  It is all God’s Word, 
and it is the authoritative account of God’s 
work in the world written and passed 
down by God’s prophets and apostles.  It 
gives us a firm footing so that we 
understand what comes from God and 
what does not.

The written word is the Bible.



What do we 
mean when we 
talk about 
God’s Word?

2. The Personal Word- The Word of God 
proclaimed through the church by the Holy 
Spirit for the forgiveness of sins (John 20:21-
23).  God wants to speak His Word 
personally using His people.  This should 
come from the teaching of His Scriptures 
and should not contradict it.



What do we 
mean when 
we talk 
about God’s 
Word?

3. The Living Word (John 1:1-5).  Jesus is 
referred to as the Word of God.  He is the 
central focus of God's Word.  He is the one by 
whom all things were made and redeemed 
(Colossians 1:15-20).



What is the 
Word of God?

• “All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for 
teaching, rebuking, correcting, and training in 
righteousness.” 2 Timothy 3:16  (Written Word)

• “We thank God constantly for this, that when 
you received the word of God, which you heard 
from us, you accepted it not as the word of men 
but as what it really is, the word of God, which is 
at work in you believers.” 1 Thessalonians 2:13 
(Personal Word)

• “Long ago, at many times and in many ways, 
God spoke to our ancestors by the prophets, but 
in these last days he has spoken to us by His 
Son.” Hebrews 1:1-2a (Living Word- Jesus)



How do I 
know I can 
trust the 
Bible?

I could give you many reasons, but the best 
reason to trust the authority of the whole 
Bible are the words themselves.  

The Holy Spirit uses them to create faith in 
Jesus Christ.  



The Scriptures 
are Inspired by 
the Holy Spirit

• No prophecy was ever produced by the 
will of man, but men spoke from God as 
they were carried along by the Holy Spirit.” 
2 Peter 1:21

• “[Jesus said] ‘the Helper, the Holy Spirit, 
whom the Father will send in my name, he 
will teach you all things and bring to your 
remembrance all that I have said to you.’” 
John 14:26



1. The Bible is about forgiveness and life in Jesus.

2. Scripture interprets Scripture

3. Testament interprets Testament- We read the 
Old Testament in the light of Jesus’ coming in 
the New Testament.  And we read the New 
Testament as the fulfillment of the promises 
God was making in the Old Testament

4. Words do things. 

5. God the Holy Spirit helps us.

Tips for Reading 
God’s Word
(Taken from 

p.354-357 of the 
Explanation of 
Luther’s Small 

Catechism)



Small 
Group 
Questions

What questions do you have about 
the Bible?  

Why is it important for me to hear 
God’s Word spoken to me 
personally?

Why is it important for me to 
understand that the Bible is about 
forgiveness and life in Jesus?



Homework 
(Do both of 
these)

• Memorize the 39 books of the Old 
Testament.  Break them up into smaller 
sections (Law, History, Poetry, Major 
Prophets, Minor Prophets).  You can use the 
Youtube video “Gotta Know the Books” by 
Shai Linne to help you learn them.





Close In Prayer

Blessed Lord, who caused all holy Scriptures to be written for our learning: Grant us so to hear them, read, 
mark, learn, and inwardly digest them, that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of everlasting 
life, which you have given us in our Savior Jesus Christ; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 
God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Before you leave

• Return pens if you borrowed a pen

• Stack your chair

• Need some of you to help put tables on cart

• Return attendance sheet to table (Mentors)

Closing
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